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case C is connected, they may as well be A and B
as any others; and therefore there is a greater
probability of C in cases where we know that A and
B exist, than in cases of which we know nothing at
all. This argument is of a weight very difficult
to estimate at all, and impossible to estimate pre-
cisely. It may be very strong, when the known
points of agreement, A and B &c. are numerous
and the known points of difference few; or very
weak, when the reverse is the case: but it can never
be equal in validity to a real induction. The resem-
blances between some of the arrangements in nature
and some of those made by man are considerable, and
even as mere resemblances afford a certain presump-
tion of similarity of cause: but how great that
presumption is, it is hard to say. All that can be
said with certainty is that these likenesses make
creation by intelligence considerably more probable
than if the likenesses had been less, or than if there
had been no likenesses at all.

This mode, however, of stating the case does not do
full justice to the evidence of Theism. The Design
argument is not drawn from, mere resemblances in
Nature to the works of human intelligence, but from
the special character of those resemblances. The cir-
cumstances in which it is alleged that the world re-
sembles the works of man are not circumstances taken at
random, but are particular instances of a circumstance